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ABSTRACT
This collection of-abstracts is part of a continuing

series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 22

titles deal with a variety of topics, including the'following: (1)
avisual imagery training and encoding (spelling) perfo nce in third

grade students; (2) collaborative education in high chool English
classes and its relation to level of self-concept'a d school
sentiment; (3) 0 coMparisOn.of selected spelling practices in lower

and higher fifth grade spelling'practices; (4) a multisensory
approach to teaching vocabulary to college students; (5) teaching
folklore in southern Appalachian secondary school classrooms; (6) the
relgtionship between obsCuring writing posture and reading
disability.; (7) the effects of a scope and sequence approach for
teaching English language skills on the achievement scores of
intermediate' grade students; (8) thIpeffect of visual discrimination
training on word recognition; (9) the effect of receiver apprehension

and source apprehension on listening comprehenSion; (10) story-
listener subjectivity,. (11) a theoretically supported language arts
curriculum model for ptimary gifted learners; (11) the relationship'

of visual imagery to -spelling performance and retention;.(12)A
computer assisted spelling; and (13) a pomparison of fifth-grade

istudents' oraland written stories. (HTR) ,
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This bibliography has been compiled as p9(rt of a continuing series'
designed to_make information o/ relevant. d sertations avail,able to users of.
the, ERIC system. Monthly issuep.of'Dissert tion-Abst.racts Illternational-are
reN4iewed in order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics,
whtch thus'become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering
information for dissertations themselves is included at the end of the *

.'bibogrAphy.
,

Abstracts Of the following dissertations are included in this -

collection:

Andrews, Lynn
VISUAL IMAGERY TRAINING AND
ENCODING (SPELLING) PERFORMANCE
IN THIRD GRADE STUDENTS

Armengol, Ronald J.
COLLABORATIVE EDUCATION IN HIGH
SCHOOL ENGLISH CLASSES AND ITS
RELATION TO LEVEL OF SELF-CONCEPT
AND SCHOOL SENTIMENT

4
Carlisle, Joanne Foster
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KNOWLEDGE
OF DERIVATIONAL MORPHOLOGY AND
SPELLING ABILITY IN FOURTH, SIXTH
AND EIGHTH GRADERS

Duvall, Betty Jean
KINDERGARTEN PERFORMANCE FOR
READING AND MATCHING FOUR STYLES
OF HANDWRITING

Evans, Clyde.Joseph
A COMPARISON OF SELECTED SPELLING
PRACTICES IN LOWER AND HIGHER
FIFTH GRADE SPELLING .CLASSES
IN IOWA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Goldst4in, Nancy Leve
A MULTISENSORY APPROACH TO
TEACHING VOCABULARY TO COLLEGE
AGE STUDENTS: A COMPARISON
BETWEEN STUDENTS TAUGHT VOCABU-
LARY IN A MULTISENSORY MANNER
AND THOSE TAUGHT USING A
COMBINATIO OF MORE TRADITIONAL
STRATEGIEg

L

Grier, Anita ,Lawhorn
AN EVALUATION OF THE SLING-
ERLAND METHOD AND THE WORD
STUDY METHOD ON THE SPELLING
PERFORMANCE OF SIXTH, SEVENTH,
AND EIGHTH GRADE LEARNING
DISABLED STUDENTS

Harward, ucy Eleanor Boozer
A COMPAR IVE STUDY OF CAPITAL-
IZATION D, PUNCTUATION PER-
FORMANCE OF FLORIDA PUBLIC
SCHOOL STUDENTS IN GRADES FIVE,
EIGHT,AND ELEVEN

f

Jones, Nancy Carlene
TEACHING FOLKLORE IN SECONDARY
SCHOOL ENGLISH CLASSROOMS OF
SOUTHERN APPALACHIA: A
DESCRIPTIVE STUDY

Kelle Tamra Anne
A STUD OF THE RELATIONSHIR OF
OBSCURING WRITING POSTURE AND
READING DISAB4ITY

McClung, Mai-ie Blumenthal
THE EFFECTS OF A SCOPE AND
SEQUENCE APPROACH FOR TEACHING
ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS ON THE
ACHIEVEMENT SCORES OF STUDENTS
IN GRADES FOUR THROUGH SIX



Meland, Barbara Niles Wagner,. Mary Jo P.
r' EFFECTS OF VISUAL DISCRIMINATION

, A COMPARISON OF FIFTH-GRADERS' .

TRAINING ON RECOGNMON OF TRAINING 'ORAL AND WRITTEN STORIES
AND NON STRAINING WORDS .

Parker, Kenneth R.
STORYLISTENER SUBJECTIVITY:
A Q METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION

Paschall, Katie Ann
THE EFFECT OF RECEIVER APPREHEN-
SION AND SOURCF, APPREHENSION ON
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Payne, Ronald Glenn
EFFECTS OF RATE-CONTROLLED

1/4 %
SPEECH, METHODS OF TESTING,
SEX, AND TIME ON LISTENING

. COMPREHENSION
a.

ioper, Helen Diane Woodrow
PELLING, WORD RECOGNITION AND
HONEMIC AWARENESS AMONG FIRST'

GRADE CHILDREN
t
Rubin, Hyla
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE DEVELOP-
MENT.OF MORPHOLOGICAL EC OWLEDGE
AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO EARLY
SPELLING ABILITY

. N
0.Saidel, Lois Frisch

THE EFFECTS OF CALLIGRAPHIC
TUITION ON HANDWRITING SKILLS
ATTAINMENT IN GRADES THREE,
FIVE, AND SEVEN

Sauer, Margery Helen
A THEORETICALLY SUPPORTED
LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM MODEL
FOR PRIMARY GIFTED LEARNERS

Sears, Nedra Carole
THE RELATIONSHIP OF VISUAL'
IMAGERY TO SPELLING PERFORMANCE
AND RETENTION AMONG FOURTH,
FIFTH, AND SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS

ThUerer, John Roick
COMPUTER-ASSISTED SPELLING: A
SUBLIMIkAL METHODOLOGY TO
INCREASE COGNITIVE PERFORMANCE
AND ACADEMIC SELF-CONCEPT .0



S

VISUAL IMAGERY TRAINING AND ENCODING (SPELLING)
PERFORMANCE IN THIRD GRADE STUDENTS

Order No. DA11424024
AmOneWe, LYNN, Eo.D. Rutgers University The State 1). 01 Nar Jew*
(Nawlitrunswicki, 1984. 112pp. Chairperson: Mau, iya Hinson

The present study investigated the relationship fietweenvisualimagery training and spelling performance. Two treatment groups, animagery and I seesay, and one control group were compered onspelling and imagery ability. This investigation was confined tohelegNeneous developmental classrooms.
Tiler nd

from four elementary schools in a suburban gistrkt. Flfty-one of the ,subjects were pretested with two imagery tests and one spelling testAfter the termination of the treatment, all subjects werepasttested Inimagery and spelling. In addition, 53 randomly tissigned students frogthe two experimental groups were administered an interview guide.Ao analysis of covariance i icated that there were no significantdifferences in imagery ct ling performance among the threegroups. in addition, res of theinterview guide failed to reveal anydifferenoes in imaging among the two experimental groups.
The results of this study suggest that imagery training does notimprove spelling performance in an experimental setting vitNn ashort duration_ of time for this sarhpie.

a o y assigned subjects were 1 rie grade students

COLLABORATIVE EDUCATION IN HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH
CLASSES AND ITS RELATION TO LEVEL OF SELF-CONCEPT
AND SCHOOL SENTIMENT :a Order No. DA84?402S
ARMINGOL, RONALD .1., Eo.D Rutgers University TD. State U. of New
Jersey (New Brunswick), 1984. 198pp. Chairperion: 4krte Hilisan

The purpOse of the inVestigation was to assess the elects of the
collaborative mode of instruction (CEE) compared to the conventional
mode of instruction (CPE) of male and femarillestdents at the 10th,
11th and 12th grades on measured develop tal growth in sail-
concept and attitudes toward high school.

Two groups of six equally competent teachers (competence
assessed by evaluations of instructional strategies and teacher-
student interactions) wee assigned to the CEE or the CPE
instructional modes on the basis of teaching effectiveness and
student rappbrt because certain teachers cannot teach effectively in,
the openness of a collaborative environment

TM investigator used a pretest-posttest 2 x 2 x3 (type of
instruction x sail's grade level) ANC )VA analysis to determine if there
were any significant main or interaction effects beyond the .05 level of
posttest means adjusted for pretest means of self-concept and
attitudes toward the teacher, counselor, administration, curriculum
and instruction, participation, and the school image.

The. results of the investigation supported the hypothesis tliat 11th
and 12th grade students enrolled in GEE classes would realize a
significantly greater improvement in measured self-concept toward
English classes than 11th and 12th grade students enrolled in CPE
classes respectively. There was no difference in the improvement of
self-concept in English classes for 10th grade students enrolled in
CEE andCPE classes.

Contrary to expectation, the mode of instruction was not a
significant factor in determining the student's measured attitudes
toward school, with the exception of participating in student activities,
in which the CPE students reported a greater attitudinal improvement.

Male subjects expressed significently greater increases in posith.'
attitudes in all areas. However, the above results were notdue to the
fact that males expressed more positive attitudes toward the school
and the setting than females on the posttests, but rather that the male
attitude scores Improved On the posttest while the female subjects
expressed a negative shift in their attitudes tOward the school and its
setting.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KNOWLEDGE OF
DERIVATIONAL MORPHOLOGY /AND SPELLING ABILITY IN
FOURTH, SIXTH AND EIGHTH GRADtliS

Order No. DA85030011

CARLISLE, JOANNk FOSTER, Ph.D. The University of Cdnnectiout, 1014..

92PP.

This investigation was devoted to deter ining the natured young
rst, the extent to whichstudents' learning about derived wor

derived words are understbod in relation to morpholpgicat oules and,
second the extent to which knowledge of morphological structure is
applied to the spelling of derived words. The subjects (S5 fourth, sixth
and eighth grade* werrgiven the Wide Range Achievement Teel.
Spelling subtest, and three experimental tests: toe Test of
Morphological Situ cture.(a tekt of the bral generation of base and
deriVed forms, controlled for length and frequency, based on lour
typei of transformatiggs between base and derived forms), a
coordinated Spellingibst, and the Test of Suffix Addition. Good and
Poor morphologists in the fourth and sixth grades were compared on
thpir.performances on the experimental measures.

The results suggest that students irfthe fourth through eighth
grades are learning derived forms ru lefully. Their success generating
derived forms varied with thi nature of the transformations between
base and derived forms. Analysis showed that words undergoing -

* phonological or combined phonological and orthographicChengse

generated the most errors. In addltIon,"studentk cons showed a
resistance to making phonological changes..

The students' spelling of derived forms legged somewhat behind*
their ability to generate derived forms. There wall some evidence to
suggest that derived words were spelled through understanding of
their morphemic structure. Improvement in their application of aufflx
addition rules was significant, although even by the eighth grade
these ruletwere not fully mastered. The students did not necessenly
use their morphological knowledge In spelling derived forms.

fort5Cparison of the good and poor morphologists showed that the
ade poor morphologists had extreme difficulty generating

and"soelling derived forms. Students at all three grade levels showed'
incomplete mastery of the spelling of derived forms and the suffix .

rules.
Collectively, the results of the study suggest that students In eta

fourth through eighth grades would benefit from an instructional
program that fostered an understanding of the morphological
structure of derived words and facilitated mestsry of the spelling of
derived wards.

KINDERGARTEN PERFORMANCE FOR READING AND
MATCHING YOUR STYLES OF HANDWRITING

Order No. DA842411411\

DuvALL, BarrY JEAN, ED.D. Montana State University, 1984. 17'9Pa

Research to support the claim that manuscript more nearly
resembles the print in books was not found. The four general
questions to be answeredin this study were: (a) if there was
difference between scores for matching handwritten manuscript,
cursive, italic and D'Nealian style letters to typeset, as measured by a
Matching Letter Styles Tefit; (b) it there was a difference between .

scores for eading typeset and handwritten manuscript, cursive, Mk.
#11V D'Nealian letters from flash cards; (c) if there were main Weil
differences between reading and matching scores; and (d) If there
were main effect differences between reading and matching scores
for menuecti0t. cursive, italic, and D'Nealian.



.

ArvinvestigatIon'ws cOndacted in URN, with i group til
kiadergallen students from foyr elementary school*. In Great Fable, .

Montana. St udentli wars *eked; (a) tomatch typeset dletractors to
*mak letters b, d, g, 4, m, n,.p, q. p, and hatodwrineh in manuscript
curalmItaikp, and D'Nealien using a matching letter Style} Test,

. (b) to read the same small letters flom flash cards reproduced in.
typeset and the handwritten in the same tour styles, and (c) to write k
and d like the models of the four styles jested.

. , postteat only design for repeated measurement with the
iridependep t variable of stylei'vJas Used. Statistical analyses to test. the
hypotheses were significant et the < Mean scores tor the
students were s,igniticantly higher for matching italic area manuscript
sly* to typeset than for matching ()Neenah and cursive. Mean scores
for D'Nealian were significantly hlgher than for cursive. Mean scores,
for reeding typeset, manuscript, Italic, and, D'Nealian were
significantly higher than forreading curtly*. Mean scores for "
matchtfig were significantly higher than for reading. Students wrohi
mgrs manuscript, D'Nealiao letters Pend d like the model
than they wrote. cursive.

By analyses.of the data inttiis study, It was shown that cursive was
harder {d match, harder to reed. and harder'to write. The results of
this glydy, the review of the literature, and observation lead thtauthor
to conclude that italic %timid be the best style of handwriting to teach.

A COMPARISON OF SELECTED SPELLING PRACTICES IN
-LOWER AND HIGHER ACHIEVING FIFTH GRADE SPELLING
CLASSES IN IOWA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Order No. DA8423517
kvANS. CkyDE JOSEPH, Re.D The University of Jowri, 1984. 138pp. ,4

Supervisors. -Professor Bradley M. Loorner, Professor Bill C.nider
introduction. This study examined spelling programs and seiecNd

spilling practices in schools wherafftth grade students achieved
significantly higher or significantly lower spelling' averages is
measured by the Iowa Test of Basic (ITBIS) achievement test.

Procedures. Utilizing the ITBS spelling andAtomposite averages for
715 public schools in Iowa, the highest5% of schools (35) and the
lowest 5% (33) in fifth grade emitting achievement were identified.
Qitferences between the spelling and achievement were identified.
Differences between the spelling and, composite averages were
examined for three years (1981, 1982,1983). Filtylthresof the 68
school (77.9%) partievated in the study.

Summary and Conclusions. The study indicated that groups of
schools with higher spelling averages and those with lower spelling
averages-were more alike than they were different in regard to
spelling practice* Of 28 spelling practices examined, 22 wetelOund
net to tie significantly different,

tt was found that there were eignIficant difsrencad on six of the
items contained in the survey instrument.

The particular spelling programa used the high and low grOUPO
Of schools were sigeifiCantly different. The program most frequently
selected by schools with higher averages (37.0%).wIlle Rh,
experirnentar(noncommercial) program incorparating the results of a
nation-wide testing scate of word dltflcUtty (The ew Iowa Sptiling
Scale, 19727), in the development of the-spelling curriculum and
weekly word lists. Words were selectively arranged, by grade, in
accordance with the specific accuracy of each word.
- Due to the fact that the higher achieving and lower aChieving
schools were quite alike relative to spelling instguchonal and Seaming
Practices, it is likely that the curriculum in the schools must account
for Much of the discrepant achievement results. Thistonclusion*
qualified in that other variables were present relating to the fact that
higher achieving schools In *pedant; tend tote from much srhallei
school districts and that they appear to spend More time on spelling
instruction than do their counteroarte. * ,

A MULTISENSORY APPROACH TO TES6HING '
VOCABUCARY Tii).COLLEGE'AGE STUDENTS: A
COMPARISON ,BETWEEN STUDENTS TAUGHT VQGABU
IN A tAULTISENSORY MANNER AND`THCISE TAUGHT
af COMBINATION OF MORE TRADITIONAL STRATEGI

... . Order,No. DAB- .
GOLDSTEIN, NANCY LEVE, 014.Q: Saint Lolls University, 1983.

This study was designed.lo compare i) muitieensorrappr4ach to
4teaching vocabulary versus a perebinati6e of more tradition I .'

strategies for teach vocabularyin Hai-ea that themultise sory
approach would bring about a greater Cain in vocabulary o er I
onger periodof time. Approximately fitirty college age student,
rreilod in two different sections of "Ihtroductionito College.
Reading di* in a metropolitan area in an urban community were
studied. The traditional grobp reCeived instruction-via a combination
of morel-raditional strategies duiing a sixteen weak semester. white

.
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the muttiseneory group received instruction in a multieenaory manner
during the sarne.period. Data colleotion was conducted by the *
principal investigator. The vafiable under investigatiot wash** select
of the multisensory approach to teaching vocabulary. ;Imam*.
were measured for rt terns and longer term gains of vocabulary
usinil.the Vticabula Section of the Nelson Denny Reading Tot and a ,

Norman Lewis type ocabulary test. In addition, the students were) .1.1
pleasured for thettteet the m'ultisensory approach had on both short .
and long term gains in reading comprehension, as 'measured by the'
comprehension section of the Nefitn Denny Reading, Test. It warn .

hypothesized that a multisensory approach to teaching vocabulary
wooed show greater gain in vocabulary and compiehension. ,

The Norman Lewis Vocabulary test lhowed a growth for qoth the
treilitional and the multisensory groups; both groups had a significant
lis.4 of achievement which was retained four menthe after trit course
ended. The Nelson Denny sub-test of reading compfehensicn showed
growth for both groups but in different patterns. Most signifICandy, the
Nelson Denny. vocabulary subtest showed a continued gro on the,
part of the multisensory group while the traditional group
maintained itschievement fourmonthaafter the course was over.

.- rA
1.,

AN EVALUATION Oi.fit-tr: SLINGERLAND METHOD AND THE
WORD STUdY METHOD ON THE SPELLING PERFORMANCE
OF SIXTH, SEVENTH, AND EIGHTH GRADE LEARNING
DISABLED -STUDENTS Order No. DA8411012
GilsEn,ANiTA LA wHORN, ED.D. University of San Eptncisco, 1983.
166pp. Chairperson: Anita DeFrantz

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effectivenes* of
two teaching methods, the Slirigerland Multisensory Method and the
Word Study Method for teaching spelling to sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade learning disabled students. The study alsO investi*ed whether
students' responses to questions about Slingerlandtnethladology.
were related to students'. perf qrmance on the spelling tests as -
measured by the Slingerland Questionnaire. Further Inv ligation wait
made to determine whether variables such as grade level, gender,
ethnicity, and the number Of years enrolled in special education
programs made a difference between studehei' spelling test scores.

The subjects in this study consisted of middle schOol students
from a large urban, Multiethnic school district in Northern California.
A total of sixty-two learning disabled (W) pupils, gradesix, seven.
and eight, wereselected for the study. All students had been exposed
to both methods and had been in special education programs from
one to five years. The evaluation of the two methebs was implemented
by use of a modified repeated_rneasures design in which each student
served as one's own control under both treatments. The student*
were each tested six times. three of whith were the Slingerland ,
spelling tersis and the other three were the Word Study spelling tests

rwhich constituted 'ttie modified repeated measures design.
The data were analyzed by the use of the Statistical Package for

the Social Sciences (SPSS) and the Scheff Multiple Range Test.
The findings from the Study indicated the following: (1) When

student mean scores on the Slingerland spelling test for Week I were

7 CE1



'compared to students' mean score!' on. he Word Study spelling test,
Week Was computed by the ti test analysis, there were significant
differencin favor of the Slirigertand Method. (2) At the enq pf.Week
III. there.wille\ icant difference for review words in favor.of the
Word Study Meth° 3) There were no significant differences of

t mean scores of students on tests for new words for the Slingerland or-
... 1 'the Word Study Methods. (4) There'was no correlation between

. - scores on the SlingirlandQuestionnalre"and spelling test scores for
sixth, seventh, and eiohth gradeLD children. (5) The Pearson
Product Moment Correlation Coefficient wits significant and scores
ranged from 16 US .48: . ... (Author's abstract exceida stipulated
maximum length. Disg,,ontinued here with permission of author.) Like

e-

A COMPARA'TIVE STUDY OF CAPITALIZATION AND
PUNCTUATION ;PERFORMANCE OF FLORIDA -PUBLIC
SCHOOL STUDENTS IN GRADES 'FIVE, EIGHT, AND ELEVEN

, Order No. DA8503168
' HiotwAito,LUtY' L.rANon BOOZER, N.D. The Florida Star* University,

tom, 410pp. Major Professors: Dr. John Simmons, Dr. Barbara
Palmer

,Thie study analyzes 220 treewriting responses of students. high,
correlation exists among'the. scoring by the Investigatioh team nd
two reliability correlation tears (The criterion style is i uded
M "Appendix Al. ..

.

.1 ..- Each skill needed iitested for statistical s gnIficance be n and
i among grade level means for frequency of and percenta of

correct use. The *kills are ranked by grade vel means for es pf the
two categories in three groups: combined capitalization and
Punctuation skills, only capitalization skills, and only .

'Wilt. A sequence of skills is identified from those skills for ic
., there are sufficient data for one -way analyses among grade lave- and
which also occur saris., grade levels in the top halves of the ran ed
grade level means for frequent" Of need.

.

i Persons for whom this research may hold the greatest int are .
persons who share in the responsibilities for curriculum

i and 'Valuation in the areas of :vitalization and punctuation, but who
do not have the privilege of direct contact with students.

TEACHJNO FOLKLORE IP. SECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISH
CLASSROOMS OF SOUTHERN APPALACHIA: A \
DESCRIPTIVE STUDY Order No. DA8429802
Joins, NANCY CARLINI., Eo.D. The University of Tennessee, 1984.
t40pp. Major Professor: Mark A. Christiansen

The primary purposes of this study were to ascertain the number
of leachers who are including a study of folklore in the language
curriculum, the extent of its use in other content areas, the kinds of
foiliore being studied, how much training teachers have had in the
subject. and to compile anannotated bibliography of readings for e
class in folklore. The nine ouestiuns investigated dealt with the
following: (1) number of teachers teaching folklore, (2) degree of .

study in rural areas. (3) pockets of widespread concentration in the
arse, (4) content areas'where folklore Is taught, (5) activities used,
(6) student responses, (7) extent of teacher training, (8) extent of
training in relation to use of folklore, and (9) sources of teacher
rreptriel s.

The sample consisted bf 143 schools throughout Southern
Appalachia. The researcher developed a questionnaire to be used in
this survey.

The analysis of the data included tabulations by numbers and
jar centages of the-responses from dye questionnaire. To determine

militant relationships between certain variables, contingency
tables were used; and the significance was tested by the use of Chi
Square Distribution. From the 143 questionnaires sent, 60% of the
teachers returned a questionnaire. This was a total of 86 teachers.
Fifty-seven, 40%. of the teachers did not return a questionnaire. Of
these 57, 43 teachers were contacted by phone for a total of 12a
responses.

The major findings were the following: (1) Approximately 67% of
the teachers contacted said they did use folklore to some extent in

their' classrooms. (2) Most teachers who responded to the
questionnaire were from rural communities. From these rural
communities, 83% indicated that they use folklore in their classes.
(3) There appeared to be no geographic Worn, or pockets of areas
where folklore is taught. (4). The researcher found that a number of
teachers teach folklore in conjunction with the history, science, art,
and foreign language departments. (5) Most teachers who teach
folklore assign research topics, have students learn crafts, and
research genealogies. (6) The majority of students, 61%, like the

;Study of folklore. (7) Approximately 37% teachers received formal
training in folklore (8) Almost every teacher who indicated training in
folklore teaches tolidore. Of thelreturned questionnaires, 4 who have
had academic training do not *rich folklore. (9} Mosysechens obtain
materials from the library or uric their own.

I

.A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF OBSCURING WHITING
POSTURE AND READING DISABILITY Order No. DAS41111.14
Kruse, TANA*, Arms, Eo.D. University of Northern Colorado. 1904.

.

r3PO.

The pUrpose of the study was to investigate the reladonshie of
obeCuring handwriting posture and reading disability.

Three subtests of the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test, Oehler
analysis, structural analysis, and comprehension, were administered
to the sample of 33 obscuring and 33 nonobscuring writers frost.the
third through sixth grades. The stanine scores achieved by the
subjects on the three subtests were used in the analysis of '

The chi-square test for significance of the difference berretta
proportions for independent samples was used to test the nee
hypothesis of no difference in the existence pf disabled reoldere within
the obscuring and the nonobscuring groups. The chi-square value
was significant between the .01 and .001 probability levels; the null,
was rejected.

, The second null was that of no difference In the severity of reeding
disability among writers who obscure and among those who do net
obscure. Although the data leaned In the direction of rejection of the
null, the small number of cases would not permit statistical treatment

A two-way analysis of variance In a groupby-subtest design woe
used to test the null hypothesis of no difference between obtained
meal, scores of the obscuring writer group and the non-obscuring
writer group among the various areas of feeding Included In title
study, and of no difference in the obtained mean scores of the vejteue
subtests within each group. The null was rejected.

The overall COnCft:SiOn was that there is arelatIonship between
obscuring handwriting posture and reading disability. The findings
suggest that immediate visual feedback of script while writing is an
Important factor in reading achievement.

THE EFFECTS OF A SCOPli AND SEQUENCE APPROACH
FOR TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE:SKILLS ON THE
ACHIEVEMENT SCORES OF STUDENTS IN GRADES FOUR
THROUGH SIX Order No. DAS4211943

Mcautel, MARS BLuMENTHAL, Eo.D. United States international
University, 1984. 155pp.. Chairperson: Arthur J. (3umbreN

The Problem. The major concern of the study was to examine the
effectiveness of the Saddleback Scope and SequenCe model. The
study was designed to evaluate the model's effectiveness as reflected
in student achievement scores of elementary students receiving
instruction guided by this scope and sequence versus Anyhow),
students receiving instruction not guided by this same Scope and
Sequence,

Method. The subjects of the study included 454 students in grades
four through six enrolled in public schools in Orange County,
California. The sample consisted of 225 students In experimental
groups and 229 students in control groups. The students Involved in
the study were divided into six like groups according to grade level.
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Styffents in the control group received,classroont instruction41::
uage structure and expressions skills. Students in the . ,

experimental groups received classr,00m instruction in lanotialliS
structure and extuession skills as identified in the Saddleback,Scope
and Sequence. Both piiperimental and cpntrol groups use&The
American Book English sariesas the basil text.

Students were pre. and posttested for each of two serneSteril
using the SaddlebaCk Written Language Skills Test. Data on the testa
were analyzed through the comparison of mean scores on pretest to
pretest and posttest of postiest'with a z test to determir.significance
to the differences between groups.

Aesurts. The findings of the daft showed that 15otti the
experimental and control groups entered both tee first and second
semester sessions with similar language structure andexpressioK

. skills. Six e students in the experimental group scored
sta ly higher (p < .05) on both language end expression skate on

°utast). Fifth grade students scored statistically higher (p < .05)
on both language structure posttests, and the gicond sennater
exoession posttest. Fourth grade students scored statistically higher
(p < 05) on only the first aseriselsr language structure posttest.

EFFECTS OP VISUAL DISCRIMINATION TRAINING ON
RECOGNITION OP TRAINING AND NONTRAININO WORDS

Order No. DAIS427619
MILANO, BARBARA Nun, PH.D. University of Minnesota, 1984. T9pp.

This investigation involved a visual discrimination training'and
transfer task. The subjects were kindergarten children for Whom
scores on letter name knotvledge had bepn obtained: The two
experimental groups were given discrimiliqtion training on four
visually similar or visually dissimilar woyds. The control groups
ri:ird_rxriel exposure to the material but were not trained to

rnititamorig words. Following the training tasks, all sublects
were given the transfer task otlearning the four wqrds exposed
during the training session. On another day each abbject was
presented with the same training or exposure task received during the
initial session. Following this, all subjects were presented wIththe
task of learning four visually similar words.

All testing was done on an individual basis during a two week
period in late fall. Subjects' responses on the transfer and training
tasks were recorded on a scoring sheet and the data were analyzed
by analysis of variance procedures. -

Based pn the findings of tie study, the followingconclusions were
made: (1) Visual discrirninablin training did not Improve the ability to
recognize words presented in the training task. (2) Use of dissimilar
words compared to similar words in the training task Improved the
ability to later recognize those same words. (3) Visual discrimination
training did not improve the ability to recognize visually similar words
not presented in the training task. (4) The use of similar or dissimilar
words in the training task did not have a differential effect on students'
ability to recognize words not presented In the training task. (5) There
was no interaction between level of letter name knowledge and
treatment in ability to recognize woods not presented in the training
task.

STORY LISTENS11 SUILECTIVIT 0 marti000tbalcAL
EXPLORATION Order lee. DAS411121112

PARKER, KENNEY". R., PH.D. Kent State University, 1904. 282pp.
Director. Cart Moore

%ring the past 2 decades storytelling has reemergedin the United
Stales as a popular communication medium, art form, and
pedagogical tool. In this context there has developed a cadre of
persons who are attempting to recapture the ancient practicp of
telling the stories of the formative events and founding parents of the
Judeo Christian religion. In absence of systematic investigations of
internal responses to storytelling, this study explored the following
investigative question: How do listeners respond internally to biblical
storytelling?

Utilizing 0 methodology, three groups of adult storylisteners.
.seiected on the basis of varying age, gender, storylistening
experience, and theological persuasion, listened to one of three

experienced storytellers tell from memory and Amagination a neomycin
of the story in horne o7- church setting. The participants proVided 57
usable Cktorts and group interview comments to express their

- responses to the story event. The 0 sorts, representing persons, were
'correlated andigctoronalyzed inttwo types, whichwere then
interpreted on the basis of their representative statement arrayalind
related interview comments.

Both types of listeners reported feeling present to the events and
characters of the story because the storytelling displayed qualities°,
stage performance, eyewitness account, and real life. Both "types sloe
gained new understandings Of.the biblical narratkle and their own life
experiences. Listeners of the first type. however, described '
themselves as.emotionally involved in the story event-moved by an
exciting and enjoyable tale, challenged by it attitudinally, and
attracted b9 the flexibility and adaptation of the storyteller. ,I..laierters
of thafIrst type, however, described themselves as emotionally
involyed in the story everit-moved by an exciting and enjoyable tale,
challenged by it attitudinally, and attracted by the flexibility and
adaptation of the storyteller. Listeners dl the second type were
critically detached from the story event-indifferent to the storytelling
emotionally, resistant to it attitudinally, and distracted by the story
setting or by the storyteller's style and delivery.

From these findings a theory of biblical storylistening with
interpersonal and intrapersonal dimensions was proposed.
Discussion of biblical storylistening as occurring In °refigure,
'communication events and leading to cognitive-affective
communicator responses then evolved into two propositions direrOled
toward a general theory of storylistening. ;;: .

THE EFFECT orlleauvin APPREHENSION AND SOURCE"
APPREHENSION ON LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Order No. DA1142105S
Paimsau., KATI, ANN, PH.D. The University of Florida, 1984. 117oll

I Chairman: Anthony J. Clark

-1 The study investigated the possible effect of receiver
, apprehension and source apprehension on an individualS listening

comprehension in an educational envir nment under threat or
anxiety-producing conditions. Mood ate was also examined as a
possible intervening variable in listeni pe mence.

Levels of receiver apprehension and source aporehension were
i obtained for 167 studenrt in eight intact public speaking classes el

the University of Florida. The STEP Listening Test was later
administered to the eight classes. The test was given in two pertain
one of eight experimental permtitations. The conditions of the tee
concerned threat of oral performance after listening to instructional
material and a non-threat conditiOn which called for only listening
performance. The Profile of Mood States was adminiitered to
determine mood state at the time of testing. .

A procedure correlation revealed no significant relationship
between receiver and source apprehension. Neither receiver
apprehension, source apprehension noymood state were found tote
correlated with listening comprehenSton. Using the independent
variables of receiver apprehension, source apprehension and threat
condition with mood state as a covariate, an analysis of variance
revealed no difference on listening comprehension scores for
subjects under threat and non-threat conditions regardless of level of
apprehension...,

A post-experimental questionnaire indicated that 47 subjects had
prior speech training. In a five factor analysis of variance with a
covariate of mood state, only spee6h training proved to be s,
significant main effect. However, due to uneven groups, this finding
cannot be interpreted as highly significant.

This research and analysis led to the following conclusions:
(1) Receiver apprehension and source apprehension are separate
and distinct dimensions of communication apprehension. (2) There is
no relationship between listening comprehension and receiver j

apprehension or source apprehension in an educational environment.
Further, an anxiety-producing condition does not significantly affect
listening comprehension regardless of the level of communication
apprehension. (3) An individual's speech training may be a significant
factor in listening comprehension and should be further investigated.
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'EFFECTS OF RATtcoirinottio soutcH, METHODS 'OF

.

TESTING, SEX, AND TIME ON LISTENING COMPREHENSION
... ,.

.
. Order No. DA64276S3

PArNe. RONALD u L ENC
e
OU . Oklahoma State University, 1984. 97pp.

Scope of Stidy. This study was dgned to demonstrate the
practicality of using the technology for rateontrolied recordings inexiting classroom environments with "typical" educational
equipment. Four groups of fourth-grade students were randomly
assigned to four treatments of rateontrolled preeentations. Twq
groups heard stories at accelerated -gates of 350 words per minute
and 289.5 words per minute. The control group heard a normal rate: of
115 words per minute while a fourth group listened to an expa
rile of $7.5 words per minute. Sixteen stories of at least .1,000
and or the fourthgrade level were selected from the New A
SW &kW by"Readori do*. 01 the sixteen, seven were picked lea random selection process and presented in the order of their
selection. The stories were Wonted Dy an experienced male narrator
who was able to maintain a consistent 175 wordparminute rate
&trine the recording process. The stories were presinted at the swell
hour in seven successive days by the student homeroom teachers.
Each group or classheard only the rate assigned to them. Since sortie
questions have berth Fe In the literature regarding the proper
method of testing for listen) comprehension, two methods of testing
were used. One; half of each oup "heard" a 20item multiple-choicer
test after each story while the other half took the same test In written
form. To protect against possible confoundingyariables, the
researcher never entered any of the classroomsduring the time of the
kwestlgation.

Pinclinos and Conclusions. Rates of presentation were found to
have a tignificant effect upon the listening comprehension of fourth-
grade students. Though it was demonstrated that students could gain
information from accelerated rates, better test scores came from'
slower rates. In general, it was found that males had higher test
scores at faster rates of presentation. Themales tended to perform
better on written examinations than themales taking the listening ,
lasts. Females did better at the slower rates than males and the
females taking the listening tests out performed the females taking that
written teistspAt the accelerated rates, the students taking the
listening tests had higher scores than those taking written multiple-
Choice tests. Over time, only theigroup lielsping at 282.5 words per
minute improved significantly. Those g hearing stories at the
ralesof 175 and 350 words per minute regressed while the group
receiving the 87.5 words per minute showed small gains. However,
the improvement weanot enough to conclude that practice exerted
any significant effects.

T."
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SPELLING, WORD RECOGNITION AND PHONEMIC
AWARENESS AMONG FIRST GRADE CHILDREN

Order No. DA84217114
ROWER, HELEN DIANE WOODNOW, PH.D. The University of Texas at
Austin, 1984. 257pp. Supervising Profes.tior: Connie Juel

This study examined the growth in ptiOnemic awareness abilities
and its relationship to spelling and word;recognition achievement in

10 one hundred first grade children. Differential print processing
strategies were determined and their relitionsflip to phonemic
awareness abilitisi and to spelling and word recognition achievement
were 1089 examined. Results showed that phonemic awareness (the
understanding that spoken words are made up c separate sounds
and the ability to manipulate the,* sounds) contributes to an
explanation of developing spelling and word recognition
performance, the type of print processihg strategies used for each
skill, and howapeffing and word recognition are similar to and
different from each other. Children with high levels of phonemic
awarenelili not only were better at spelling and recognizing ptinIsil
words, but they were also more inclined to use a lettersound
correspondence based strategy. Children with low levels of
awareness were pochr at spelling and recognizing printed words,
and were more likely to use a viluallycued approach. In addition,
spelling and word recognition were determined to be similar in that
both use phonemic awareness in processing, but dissireilar in the
extent to which phonemic awareness is relied upon as *el6ng "Ind
word recognition skills develop.

e

AN INVESTIGATION. OP THE DEVELOPMENT OF
MORPIHOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE AND ITS. RELATIONSHIP TO

EARLY PELLING ABILITY Order No. DA8429783

MA*, L,, PH,Q, The.Ung;Ilreffy of Connecticut, 1984.-51pp.

Thirstudy assessed the Morphological knowledge of kindergarten
and Mit grade children in relation to their early spelling ability.
Morphological knowiedgp was investigated as a possible sourceof

. vahationin the developrnentf spelling ability for two re)tions. First,
in spelling, children need to understand the internal structure of

words, and specifically, that words are composed of morphemes and
that morphemes are composed of phonemes. Secon4, it has been
demonstrated that children with learning problems here more
difficulty spelling inflected and dbrived forms of words than other
children. Since young children have been found to vary greatly M
their early attempts td'spell, it seemed reasonable to anticipate that
Morphological knowledge wouldthave a significant influence on Wyly
spelling ability.

Children In kindergarten and first grade were grouped by
morphological competence, or their implict understanding oithe
morphology; as measured by their performance on the Eferrygolbol
Test of Language (1966). They were then given tests of dictated
spelling, morphologicskewareness (their explicit understanding Of the
mqphology), and phoneme analysis, all of which used one-
morpheme words (such as wind) and twomorpherne words (such ass .

PkIrmc
It wOas found that first graders with poor morphological

competence omitted more inflectional morphemes in their spelfing
attempts and were less able to identify base morphemes in Inflected
words than either kindergarteners or first graders who were
morphologically competent The results demonstrate the importance
of morphological knowledge, both in terms c4 underlying competence
and explicit awareness, as a critical factor in the development of
spelling proficiency. It is recommended that the morphological
knowledge of young children be assessed and that instruction In weird
structure be implemented In order to help children develop the
sensitivity to morphophonemic structure that they clew* need VP
become proficient widen language wee. .

THE -EFFECTS OF CALLIGRAPHIC TUITION ON
HANDWRITING SKILLS ATTAINMENT IN GRADES
RV, AND SEVEN Order No. DA84240dE
Smoin., Lots FetscH, Ed.°. Rutgers University The State U. of New
Jersey (New Brunswick, 1984. 295pp. Chairperson: Maude Moon

This study examinethe effects of calligraphic instruction on-the
handwriting quality and preference for handwriting related tasks of PP
third, fifth, and seventh grade students.

A sample of 272 students in five elementary schools and One
middle school constituted the population of the study. Sixteen
teachers providecnstruction to three groups: calligraphy, N is 121;
Palmer Method. N = 82; and control N 89. The treatment period
extended from March, 1982 to June, 1982, Pre- and posttesting
instruments included a standardized handwriting scale and an
experimenter designed attitudescale. w.

Five null hypotheses were formulated to test the contentions that
no relations or differences existed: between handwriting attainment
and preference for handwriting tasks; In pre- and postinterirention
attitudes towards handwriting task's among the groupsor between
grades three and five; in pre; and postintervention handwriting
quality, as measured by the Expression'il Growth Through
Handwriting Evaluation Scale, among tte groups or between grades
three and fival)

Theenalysli of data indicated that in grades three and 'hoe there
wire no significant changes in attitudes towards writing tasks
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regardless of trestrrynt. In general, the third graders gained.and the

.filth graders declined in handwritingquality. There were significant
differeneo between treatment groups; tide ng treatment group
improved while the calligraphy group clefilned.

In gradeseven there-wee no significant difference in handwriting
gain for either the calligraphy or control grotto. Attitude deeltned
slightly for bon groups. .

A Findings do not toubstentige ttr dolma made by advocates calling
, for universal calligraphic instruction. Since empirical research is

limited in thid area, further investigations, particularly longitudinal
studies and Studies employing delayed Potholing, are
recommended.

A THEORETICALLY SUPPORTED LANGUAGE ARTS

CURRICULUM MODEL FOR PRIMARY GIFTED LEARNERS
Order No. DA8503883

Saute, Maaortar Eo.D. Norttorn iiiinois University, 1984.

23800 f

The purpose of this study was to develop a model of a
differentiated curriculum for the content of Language Arts to meet the

established needs of a specific population of gifted primary grade
learners. It was also the purpose of this study to build such a
curriculum upon theoretical constructs,

Literature from the field of gifted education supports the
constructs of quantitative 'and qualitative differences between gifted
learners and their age peers and provides a rationale for,
differentiating the learning environment. Cognitive learning theory
and the LanguageExperience Approach to reading defin the riature
of learners and readers, the nature of the learning and 01.1ing
process, and the conditions necessary for learning and reading. An

interactive curricula design provides the framework through which

constructs are develJped into guidelines for instruction.
The components of this curriculum model are learners;

educational goals, learning objectives, learning environment, and
evaluative critical learning tasks. Characteristics of gifted learners
describe their cognitive and experiential logs and their special
aptitudes and abilelse. Five educational goals have been defined fee
the content of Language Arta Learning obleciives have been

developed from lour dimensions: body of knowledge, methodology of
investigation, behiMor of the disciplinarian, and creative products
the discipline. Suggestions have been provided for activities,
materials, and resources which provide a learning environment y.4111
differentiated content and teaching strategies and opportunities for
independent study and experimentation. Evaluative critical teeming
teaks have been suggested which allow the learner to demonstrate"N
continuing cognitive growth and a continuing interest in learning.

The individual application of this model reflects the individuality of
learning and the generality of the concepts upon which this
curriculum model Is based.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF VISUAL IMAGERY TO SPELLING
PERFORMANCE AND RETENTION AMONG FOURTH, FIFTH,
AND SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS Order No. DA84299811
SKIMS, NEDRA CAROM, Eo.D. The University of Tulsa, 1984. 127pp.
Director. Professor Dale Johnson

Visual imagery as a factor relating to spelling perforrnance and
retention was compared with auditory and kinesthetic factors among
fourth, fifth, and sixth grade students. Visual imagery wits
operationalized at two levels forming tii0 separate treatment groups.
Two other treatment groups whicKused traditional methods of
spelling practice were compered to these visual imagery groups.

illownin order to control for pretreatment achievement differences
ong the groups, scores on the Wide Range Achievement Test

served as a covCriate in an analysis of covariance statistical
procedure. This procedure resulted in asignifjcant effict among
treatments on both spelling performance (F (3,48)14.407, p < .001)

and retention (F (3,48)8.788, p < .001).
An a posteriori tomparisoa of adjusted means revealed that visual

1 imagery was.superior to audiFory imagery in spelling performance and
retention. No difference was found between the two levels of visual,
imageryand kinesthetic imagery, as defined In thettudy. The remin
support the notion that visual imagery is an important fltctor in
naming correct spelling and suggests that the use of directed visual"
imagery and other visual modes of instruction coupled with
appropriate prompts can provide avenues of implementing visual
imagery into spelling instruction.

COMPUTERASSISTED SPELLING: A SUBLIMINAL
METHODOLOGY TO INCREASE COGNITIVE PERFORMANCE

. AND ACAISEMI9, SELF- CONeEPT . *Order No D43421968
TNUtlela, JOHN Ri&cK, PH.D. The Univ rstty of Wisconsin Madison, 10.
1984. 109pp. Supervisor Professor ames L. Lee

s,..),

i Forty-ei ht seventh grade students p cipated in the study,The g
participan were assigned to one of three roues on the basis cd

grade poin average, Iowa Tests of Basic kills, spelling and
composite scores, and teacher comple BrOokover Sett-Concept III
Academic Ability Inventory. Each group consisted of sixteen students,
with equal male and female representation. Prior to the experiment.
each participant completed a computer-assisted study skills
assessment program. This allowed students to become tam*,wilt
the optiration'of the Apple computer and keyboard. Thesfudent
participants then completed three experimental sessions with the
computer-assisted subliminal spelling unit On the day following tutee
third experimental session, the students Completed a spelling quits
and the Brookover Academic Sent- Concept Inventory.

The purpose of the study was to determine whether subliminal
Ipositive self-statements (I'm OK, I'm Great) and positive mane
statements (I Learn, I Succeed) incorporated into a computeramigo!
spelling unit would generate: (1) increased spelling achievement as
measured by correctly spelled words on a quiz, (2) high* academic
self-concept scores as measured by the Brookover Academic SO.
Concept inventory. It was hypothesized the two experimental
conditions would achieve significantly bothhigher scores across bo
categories in comparison to the con of condition that received
nonsense syllable subliminal stimuli. The two hypotheses were net
accepted.
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A COMPARISON OP ,FIFTWORADERS' ORAL AND WRITTEN
STORIES Order No. DA8425798
WAGNER, MANY Jo P., Eo.D. Virginia Polytiohnic institute and State
Univarsity, 1984.

Prior research in children's writingi(Sawkins, 1914; Grayed, 1973and 1981; Calkins, 1986, and Giacobbe, 1082) hap not offered a
comprehensive analysis Of both oral and written stories. My study,therefore, identified and analyzed the differenpes between eighteenfifth - graders' oral and written stories. I also conducted interviews todetermine students' perceptions of their preferred composing
situation and particular story preferences.

Among the findings were that these students' oral stories werelonger than their written stories Pjr,nplest narrative pattern,"situation + problem + solution" (Kihg, 1979:3), was the most
prevalent structure. All the students used active voice in both types ofstories, with thmajority using simple past tense. The students,showed a preference for first person point of view in their ivritten
stories, but a majority used third person in their oral composing. Most'students developed their stories with primary settingtrelating to+Om, and school, and the number of major characters was fairly
consistent in both types of stories. Girls, however, used more minorcharacters thin boys. These students preferred the written
composing situation. All the students took some time to think abouttheir stories before composing; however, girls used more writtenplans than boiliStudents also used drawing to enhance their writtentexts but not r oral ones! The majority of students Chose theirwritten stories as better than the oral ones. Both trained adult ratersand other fitthgradb raters agreed that the written stories were better,These findings are fairty.consistent with conclusions reached inprior research, except those of Sawkins (1971). The differences '. center on planning strategies, interview skills, and story quality,
Sawkins found that most of her fifth graders did not have the
complete story in mind before they began composing and proceededto compose without first having made notes. I reported, however, thatmy fifth gradss indicated they had the complete story in Inind before
composing arid some of them chose to write plans before they began.Although Sawkins (1971) believed that her .fifth-grade boys respidedbetter in an interview situation than her girls, I found all students inthis study to be articulate and willing to talk about their Individual
composing processes. Finally, Sawkins reported that girls wrote
compositions which wefts judged to be of high quality, while her boyswrote lower- quality compositions Evaluators, trwever, agreed thatmy filthgrade boys' stories were good, while rifling the girls' stories

111 lower.
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